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A  FUNERAL  SERMON. 


psalm  xxxi.  5. 

SNTO  THINE  HAND  I  COMMIT  MT  SPIRIT  :  THOU  HAST  REDEEMED  ME,  0  XORD 
GOD  OF  TRUTH. 

JL  HE  holy  Psalmist  was  eminently  acquainted  with  the 
afflictions  of  human  life.  God,  in  his  wise  providence,  so 
ordered  events,  during  the  period  of  his  ancient  church,  that 
the  lives  of  his  faithful  prophets  should  be  made  instructive 
to  his  people,  as  well  as  the  testimony  they  bore  to  his  holy 
truth.  While  they  experienced  the  changes  of  human  life, 
its  joys  and  its  sorrows,  and  were  enabled  to  conduct  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  leave  this  testimony  that  they  pleased  GW, 
their  example  must  be  most  important  to  all  that  follow. 
In  the  days  of  his  afflictions,  while  oppressed  with  the  trials  of 
life,  while  beset  with  innumerable  enemies,  watching  for  his 
halting,  seeking  to  effect  his  ruin,  David  says,  as  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  Psalm,  In  thee,  O  Lord,  do  I  put  my  trust :  let 
me  never  be  ashamed  :  deliver  me  in  thy  righteousness.  Boiv 
down  thine  ear  to  me ;  deliver  me  speedily  :  be  thou  my  strong 
rock  for  an  house  of  defence  to  save  me.  Having  learned  his 
entire  helplessness,  finding  that  he  could  not  depend  either 
on  himself  or  his  fellow  men,  he  looks  to  God,  relying  on  him 
alone  for  deliverance  from  his  afflictions,  for  preservation 
from  the  innumerable  dangers  to  which  he  was  exposed. 
With  these  reflections,  he  naturally  carries  his  thoughts  for- 
ward to  the  future  world,  where  there  will  be  the  same  helpless 
dependence,  and  says,  Into  thine  hand  I  commit  my  spirit : 
thou  hast  redeemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  truth. 
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The  subject  to  which  your  attention  is  invited  on  this 
mournful  occasion,  is  that  of  the  dying  believer  committing 
his  soul  to  Christ. 

For  the  illustration  of  this  sentiment,  we  shall  attempt  to 
show 

I.  What  it  is  to  commit  the  soul  to  Christ.     And 

II.  The  privilege  and  duty  of  doing  this. 

I.  The  question  before  us  is,  What  it  is  to  commit  the  soul 
to  Christ  ?  In  answer  to  which,  a  few  thoughts  will  be  suggested. 
1.  This  is  the  work  of  an  immortal  being.  One  that  feels 
himself  on  the  confines  of  an  eternal  state  ;  sensible  that  he 
has  a  spirit  that  will  live  forever ;  feels  the  necessity  of  some 
resting  place,  on  which  he  may  repose  his  immortal  existence. 
Without  such  a  persuasion,  there  can  be  no  solicitude  respect- 
ing an  hereafter.  If  the  grave  were  our  final  rest ;  if  the 
close  of  this  short  life  were  the  termination  of  our  being,  we 
should  have  little  solicitude  with  regard  to  the  time  to  come. 
There  might  be  a  dread  of  ceasing  to  be  ;  the  mind  might  be 
clouded  with  gloom  at  the  dark  prospect  of  annihilation  ;  but 
if  there  were  a  settled  conviction  of  the  mind  that  such  is  to 
be  our  certain  condition,  there  could  be  no  particular  anxiety 
concerning  the  nature  of  future  scenes. 

The  revealed  truth  of  God,  which,  in  some  form  or  other, 
Ughteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  ivorld,  has  made  a 
universal  impression  of  the  reality  of  a  future  state  of  being  ; 
and  it  may  well  be  questioned,  whether  any  one  of  our  race 
can  carry  his  thoughts  beyond  the  grave  without  some  anxiety 
respecting  his  final  destiny.  In  the  gospel  of  Jesus,  which 
has  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light,  every  uncertainty 
on  this  subject  is  dispelled,  and  the  reality  of  the  eternal  state 
is  made  sure. 

With  this  light,  no  one,  in  the  proper  exercise  of  his  reason, 
can  avoid  a  solemn  concern  respecting  the  future  condition 
of  his  immortal  spirit.  He  has  learned  his  own  insufficiency 
to  avoid  the  evils  and  procure  the  blessings   of  the  present 
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life,  and  he  knows  he  must  be  at  least  equally  helpless  in  the 
life  to  come.  In  addition  to  this,  the  word  of  God,  which  is 
our  only  safe  teacher  on  this  subject,  informs  us  that  the 
future  world  is  a  state  of  retribution,  where  the  conduct  of 
the  present  life  will  be  rewarded  or  punished  according  to  the 
righteous  justice  of  God.  Every  one  feels  that  he  has  diso- 
beyed and  offended  him ;  and  that  he  deserves  his  displeasure. 
It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God. 
There  is  no  resource,  no  remedy,  but  in  the  power  and  grace 
of  an  almighty  Redeemer,  who  came  into  the  world  to  save 
sinners,  and  committing  the  immortal  spirit,  with  its  infinite 
concerns,  to  his  boundless  mercy. 

2.  He  who  truly  commits  his  spirit  to  Christ,  feels  himself 
to  be  in  a  lost,  helpless  state.  The  believer  has  learned,  by 
an  acquaintance  with  his  own  heart,  by  a  careful  observation 
of  his  own  character,  that  his  heart  is  corrupt,  that  his  life  is 
sinful,  that  he  is  guilty  and  vile  in  the  sight  of  God.  He 
knows  how  many  attempts  he  has  made  to  change  and  reform 
his  course  ;  how  many  resolutions  he  has  formed,  how  many 
vows  he  has  made,  which  have  been  but  poorly  observed  or 
shamefully  broken.  His  services,  performed  for  God,  his 
best  services,  are  poor  indeed;  and  in  view  of  his  obligations 
to  his  heavenly  Father,  and  the  opportunities  he  has  enjoyed 
to  serve  him,  are  not  worthy  to  be  named  :  while  his  disobe- 
dience, his  ingratitude,  his  transgressions,  are  utterly  over- 
whelming. His  whole  soul  is  guilty  before  God.  His 
immortal  spirit,  soon  going  into  the  divine  presence,  is  polluted 
by  sin,  his  whole  head  is  sick,  his  whole  heart  is  faint.  He 
has  no  plea  of  extenuation  to  present  to  God  ;  he  has 
sinned  without  excuse  and  stands  guilty  before  him. 

In  the  world  to  come,  there  is  no  hope  for  unholy  beings, 
probation  has  closed,  no  effort  can  be  made  to  save  the  soul. 
No  gospel  calls  will  there  be  heard,  and  the  sinner  is  left  to 
the  necessary  course  of  sin,  which  constantly  hardens  and 
burdens  his  heart,   and  carries  him   further  and  further  from 
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God. — But  one  door  of  hope  is  open.  Christ  is  a  Saviour, 
even  of  the  most  guilty.  For  the  Son  of  man  is  come  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  was  lost.  To  them  who  are  as  dead, 
in  the  blindness  and  stupidity  of  sin,  he  says,  lam  the  resur- 
rection and  the  life :  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were 
dead,  yet  shall  he  live.  To  such  as  are  overwhelmed  with  a 
sense  of  guilt  and  the  terrors  of  divine  wrath,  he  says,  Come 
now,  and  let  us  reason  together,  saith  the  Lord  :  Though 
your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow  ;  though 
they  be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  ivool.  In  view  of 
such  calls  and  promises,  the  trembling  sinner  looks  to  his 
Saviour,  knowing  that  there  is  no  help  in  any  other,  and  com- 
mits his  immortal  spirit  to  the  keeping  of  his  grace,  that  he 
may  be  saved  from  death  eternal. 

3.  The  believer,  in  prospect  of  his  final  departure,  commits 
his  soul  to  Christ,  with  confidence  and  love.  It  is  not  the 
result  of  necessity,  flowing  from  a  sense  of  extreme  danger, 
under  a  persuasion  that  there  is  no  other  resource  for  help  : 
but  it  is  the  exercise  of  a  grateful  and  affectionate  heart, 
desiring  to  be  with  Christ,  to  rest  upon  his  grace,  and  to 
praise  his  name  forever.  When  Jesus  said  unto  the  twelve, 
Will  ye  also  go  aivay  ? — Simon  Peter  answered  him,  Lord,  to 
whom  shall  we  go  ?  thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal  life.  They 
desired  no  other  Saviour  or  Lord.  They  preferred  the  pre- 
sence and  service  of  the  Lord  Jesus  to  every  other  good. 
They  cleave  to  him  with  joy,  and  wish  for  no  other  portion 
than  that  which  he  sees  fit  to  bestow,  desiring  to  be  disposed 
of  as  his  infinite  wisdom  and  holiness  shall  see  fit. 

You  will  observe  that  the  expression  in  the  text,  Into  thine 
hand  I  commit  my  spirit,  is  very  similar  to  the  last  words  of 
Christ  on  the  cross.  And  when  Jesus  had  cried  with  a  loud 
voice,  he  said,  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit  : 
and  having  said  thus,  he  gave  up  the  ghost.  The  Saviour 
might  have  designed  to  use  these  words  of  the  Psalmist ;  or, 
which  is  more  likely,  the  royal  prophet  spake  this,  propheti- 
cally, of  his  Lord. 
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When  the  dying  Saviour  commended  his  spirit  to  his 
Father,  it  was  done  with  filial  confidence  and  holy  love. 
With  something  of  the  same  affection,  do  the  dying  children 
of  God  commit  their  immortal  spirit  to  their  holy  Redeemer. 
Stephen,  dying  under  the  hurling  stones  of  persecution,  looks 
upward,  sees  the  heavens  opened,  and  Jesus  standing  on  the 
right  hand  of  God,  and  says,  Lord  Jesus  receive  my  spirit,  and 
dies.  He  loved  his  Lord,  with  an  attachment  that  neither 
death  nor  eternity  can  dissolve. 

The  dying  saint  has  confidence,  as  well  as  love.  He  knows 
that  it  is  the  holy  purpose  of  Christ  Jesus  to  save  sinners  : 
even  the  unworthy  and  the  guilty.  That,  in  this  way,  he  is 
exalted,  and  the  Father  is  glorified.  That  all  who  love  him 
shall  be  saved,  that  they  who  come  to  him,  with  humble 
penitence,  shall  never  be  lost.  The  humble  christian  can 
thus  say  with  the  faithful  apostle,  I  know  whom  I  have  believed, 
and  am  persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  1  have 
committed  unto  him  against  that  day.  Or,  if  he  has  not  a  full 
persuasion  that  the  Lord  Jesus  will  save  his  soul,  he  has  an 
unshaken  confidence  in  his  holy  excellency  and  wisdom,  and 
can  say  with  joy,  Not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.  He  looks 
upon  his  Redeemer  as  almighty,  all-divine.  And  he  knows 
that  he  is  faithful  and  true.  Thus  he  is  declared  by  the 
Psalmist,  in  the  text,  to  be  the  Lord  God  of  truth.  None 
of  his  purposes  can  be  frustrated,  none  of  his  promises  ever 
can  fail. 

It  is  a  common  thing  for  the  graces  of  the  believer  to 
brighten  as  he  approaches  the  last  conflict.  As  the  dying 
patriarchs  often  saw  in  prophetic  vision  the  great  events  that 
awaited  the  church  of  God  in  distant  times,  the  humble  fol- 
lower of  Jesus  often  finds  his  soul  glowing  with  divine  love, 
and  by  that  faith  which  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen, 
perceives  the  reality  of  heavenly  things,  while  he  is  entering 
the  passage  to  the  eternal  state.  This  is  in  conformity  with 
the  promise  of  God.  Ps.  23.  4.  Though  I  ivalk  through 
the  valley   of  the  shadoiv  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil :  for 
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thou  art  with  me  ;  thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort  me. 
Thus  it  is  not  uncommon  for  him  to  be  able  to  say,  with  holy 
Job,  For  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he  shall 
stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth  ;  and  though,  after  my 
shin,  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God. 

IT.  We  proceed  to  consider  the  privilege  and  duty  of  com- 
mitting the  soul  to  Christ.     We  speak,  first,  of  the  privilege. 

The  right  of  committing  the  soul  to  the  keeping  of  the 
Saviour  is  the  only  substantial  support  under  the  trials  of 
human  life.  The  Psalmist  contemplates  his  great  afflictions, 
sees  no  earthly  good  but  what  is  liable  to  be  taken  from  him  \ 
then  looks  to  his  immortal  interest  and  refers  that  to  God. 
He  sees  his  insidious  enemies,  anxious  to  deprive  him  of  his 
possessions,  his  friends,  his  reputation,  his  life,  and  commits 
his  soul  to  the  deposit  of  eternal  mercy,  to  the  holy  strength 
of  Israel,  who  will  never  turn  from  the  purposes  of  his  grace. 
He  now  has  a  friend  on  high.  Earthly  friends  may  forsake 
him,  yea,  they  may  treacherously  turn  against  him  ;  but  his 
Redeemer  is  near,  to  whom  he  can  make  known  all  his  sor- 
rows, from  whom  he  receives  the  most  precious  consolations, 
Christ  assures  his  disciples,  In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribula- 
tion :  but  be  of  good  cheer  ;  I  have  overcome  the  world. 

But  our  subject  leads  us  to  consider  this  privilege,  more 
particularly,  in  reference  to  the  gloom  of  death.  Who  dreads 
not  death  ?  Who  sees  not  a  gloomy  solemnity,  awful  as  a 
sin-avenging  God,  at  the  threshold  of  eternity  ?  Those  who 
have  no  fear,  ordinarily,  know  not  themselves.  The  best 
men  are  ready  to  say,  '  Perhaps  I  am  deceived  in  my  hope, 
and  deserve  a  disappointment,  God  will  be  just  if  I  should 
fail  forever.'  They  know  the  deceitfulness  of  the  heart,  and 
they  cannot  feel  wholly  secure,  on  this  side  heaven.  But, 
as  the  child  of  God  approaches  the  final  conflict,  he  often  finds 
his  faith  as  the  shining  light,  that  shineth  more  and  more  unto 
the  perfect  day.  On  a  bed  of  sickness  and  languishment, 
afflicted  with  agonizing  pain,  which  absorbs  all  his  thoughts, 
or  oppressed  with  the  wildness   of  delirium  ;  if  questioned, 
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*  Does  not  the  care  of  your  soul  occupy  your  chief  attention  ?' 
he  can  reply,  as  has  been  often  done,  '  I  have  not  delayed 
that  work  till  now.'  In  health,  with  a  calm  and  active  mind, 
while  the  temptations  of  the  world  allured  his  feet  astray,  he 
has,  deliberately,  and  voluntarily,  committed  his  undying 
spirit  to  the  keeping  of  a  Saviour's  mercy.  He  has  done  it, 
for  life  and  for  death,  for  time  and  for  eternity,  and  his  soul 
can  rejoice  in  the  faithfulness  of  Christ.  He  stands  at  the 
head  of  the  promises,  he  sees  the  weakness  and  imperfections 
of  his  people,  yet,  his  loving-Jcindness  he  will  not  utterly  take 
from  them,  nor  suffer  his  faithfulness  to  fail. 

The  duty  of  committing  our  souls  to  Christ  the  Redeemer 
is  not  less  than  the  privilege.  It  is  a  service  which  he 
expressly  requires.  He  says,  Isa.  26,  Trust  ye  in  the  Lord 
for  ever  :  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength. 
The  term,  "  Lord  Jehovah,"  in  this  passage,  refers  to  Christ. 
In  the  37th  Psalm,  God  enjoins,  Trust  in  the  Lord,  and  do 
good. — Delight  thyself  also  in  the  Lord  ;  and  he  shall  give 
thee  the  desires  of  thine  heart.  Commit  thy  way  unto  the 
Lord  ;  trust  also  in  him,  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass.  And 
he  shall  bring  forth  thy  righteousness  as  the  light,  and  thy 
judgment  as  the  noon-day.  To  the  same  purpose,  the  Apos- 
tle Peter  observes,  Wherefore,  let  them  that  suffer  according 
to  the  will  of  God  commit  the  keeping  of  their  souls  to  him  in 
well-doing,  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator. —  Casting  all  your  care 
upon  him,  for  he  carethfor  you.  This  confidence  and  trust, 
the  Lord  Jesus  demands  of  his  people,  as  a  testimony  of  their 
love  to  him.  It  is  one  of  the  most  natural  fruits  of  filial  love, 
and,  without  this,  there  can  be  no  vital  union  to  the  Saviour 
of  sinners. 

The  believer  is  required  to  commit  his  soul  to  Christ,  that 
he  may  be  glorified.  Redeemed  sinners  are  to  be  the  per- 
petual trophies  of  his  victory  over  sin  and  hell.  They  are 
the  gems  which  will  forever  adorn  his  crown.  When  the 
Lord  Jesus  has  finished  his  work,  he  comes  to  his  Father  for 


10  A  FUNERAL  SERMON. 

his  reward.  He  comes  and  says,  (John  17.)  I  have  glorified 
thee  on  the  earth  :  I  have  finished  the  toork  which  thou  gavest 
me  to  do.  And  now,  O  Father,  glorify  thou  me,  ivith  thine 
own  self,  with  the  glory  which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world 
was.  He  refers  to  the  stipulations  of  the  covenant  of  Redemp- 
tion, in  the  councils  of  eternity,  declares  that  he  has  perform- 
ed the  part  for  which  he  engaged,  and  now  looks  for  his 
promised  reward.  He  therefore  proceeds  ;  I  have  manifested 
thy  name  unto  the  men  which  thou  gavest  me  out  of  the  world : 
thine  they  were,  and  thou  gavest  them  me  ;  and  they  have  kept 
thy  word. — I  pray  for  them  :  I  pray  not  for  the  world,  but  for 
them  which  thou  hast  given  me  ;  for  they  are  thine.  Then, 
looking  down  the  long  vale  of  futurity,  he  adds,  JVeither  pray 
I  for  these  alone,  but  for  them  also  which  shall  believe  on  me 
through  their  word.  That  they  all  may  be  one ;  as  thou% 
Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in 
us.  He  subjoins,  a  little  after,  Father,  I  will  that  they  also 
whom  thou  hast  given  me  be  with  me  where  I  am  ;  that  they 
may  behold  my  glory  which  thou  hast  given  me  ;  for  thou 
lovedst  me  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.  In  the  whole 
of  this  prayer,  which  is  more  solemn  and  heavenly  than  any 
other  contained  in  the  scriptures,  Christ  is  evidently  looking 
to  the  glory  of  his  people  as  the  great  reward  of  his  humiliation 
and  sufferings. 

The  subjects  of  Christ,  by  whom  he  is  to  be  forever  glori- 
fied, must  be  willing  subjects.  The  Psalmist  declares,  Thy 
people  shall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power.  Their 
praise  will  be  the  spontaneous  effusion  of  grateful  hearts. 
They  will  sing  the  song  of  Moses  and  the  song  of  the  Lamb, 
with  the  same  cheerful,  grateful  emotions,  with  which  Moses 
and  the  tribes  of  Israel  sang  the  praises  of  their  Redeemer 
on  the  banks  of  the  sea. 

The  redeemed  will  be  forever  dependent  on  the  free  grace 
of  God.  When  millions  of  ages  shall  have  rolled  away,  it 
will  be  through  rich  and  infinite  grace  that  they  are  continued 
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in  the  favour  of  God,  and  not  given  over  to  that  punishment 
which  their  past  iniquities  deserve.  Thus  they  will  he  con- 
tinually committing  their  souls  to  Christ,  for  the  keeping  ot 
his  grace,  and  in  a  grateful  remembrance  of  his  abounding 
mercy.  Their  dependence  will  be  their  joy  ;  they  will 
delight  to  rest  on  the  unmerited  mercy  of  God,  and  that  alone, 
that  the  song  of  free  grace  may  wax  louder  and  louder 
through  eternity.  The  Sun  of  Righteousness  is  ever  in 
view  ;  he  is  the  centre  of  all  heaven,  whence  emanate,  con- 
tinually, unmingled  beams  of  holy  blessedness. 

In  the  death  of  our  beloved  friend,  whose  funeral  solemni- 
ties we  are  now  called  to  celebrate,  there  has  been  something 
of  a  practical  illustration  of  the  truth  we  have  been  contem- 
plating. Her  afflicted  friends  have  been  consoled,  under  the 
pangs  of  separation,  by  the  view,  as  we  trust,  of  a  dying 
believer  committing  her  immortal  spirit,  with  great  humility 
and  solemn  confidence,  to  the  Lord  the  Redeemer. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Fairchild  was  early  called,  in  the  judgment 
of  christian  charity,  into  the  vineyard  of  her  Lord.  In  the 
time  of  a  signal  revival  of  religion,  in  the  society  of  Chester, 
in  the  town  of  Saybrook,  her  native  place,  under  the  ministry 
of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Mills,  who,  we  doubt  not,  now  rests  with 
the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  she  became,  hopefully, 
a  subject  of  the  rich  grace  of  God,  and  made  a  public  profes- 
sion of  religion  at  fourteen  years  of  age.  Though  the 
youngest  of  a  number  of  youths  that  confessed  Christ  at  that 
time,  such  were  her  religious  exercises  and  her  christian 
deportment,  that  she  acquired  the  confident  hope  of  her 
acquaintance  that  she  had  indeed  chosen  that  good  part 
which  should  not  be  taken  from  her. 

Humility,  submission,  contentment,  watchfulness,  silent 
confidence  in  God,  are  the  christian  virtues  that  have  ever 
been  most  conspicuous  in  her  character,  but  these  appeared 
in  no  ordinary  degree.  I  have  it  in  charge,  indeed,  from  her 
dying  lips,  to  pronounce  no  eulogy  upon  her  character  at  her 
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funeral.*  I  am  persuaded,  however,  that  she  would  not  have 
objected  to  any  course  which  should  be  thought  likely  to  be 
useful  : — and  as  we  are  commanded  to  Mark  the  perfect  man 
and  behold  the  upright,  I  could  not  feel  justified,  were  I  to 
omit  the  notice  of  those  important  practical  virtues,  which 
we  all  can  imitate,  and  all  ought  to  possess. 

When  she  had  become  a  resident  in  this  place,  in  that 
interesting  and  somewhat  difficult  relation  which  she  was 
called  to  sustain,  her  first  concern  was  to  strengthen  the  hands 
of  her  husband,  and  promote  his  usefulness  in  the  ministry  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ.  Fond  of  retirement,  she  sought  not  to 
make  many  particular  acquaintance,  but  was  cordially  attached 
to  those  with  whom  she  was  most  intimate.  And,  for  all  the 
people  of  this  society,  she  felt  a  lively  interest,  particularly 
in  regard  to  their  eternal  welfare.  And  her  multiplied  vows 
to  heaven  for  that  object,  are  now  recorded  before  God. 
The  Lord  answer  them  abundantly,  in  the  riches  of  his 
glorious  grace. 

In  the  conjugal  and  parental  relations,  she  was  a  pattern  of 
fidelity,  prudence,  discretion,  unwearied  care  and  diligence  ; 
and,  in  short,  of  the  various  domestic  virtues,  which  may  not 
be  so  imposing,  but  are  not  less  useful,  nor  less  acceptable  to 
God,  than  many  of  those  shining  qualities  which  procure  the 
applause  and  approbation  of  the  world.  In  these  respects 
she  has  been,  as  became  her  station,  a  faithful  example  to 
wives  and  mothers  among  this  people,  the  effect  of  which, 
we  hope,  will  long  be  felt. 

During  her  last  illness,  and  even  before,,  she  seemed  to 
have  a  fixed  persuasion  that  her  great  change  was  near.  She 
conversed  much  upon  the  subject  of  death  and  the  world  to 
come,  with  great  composure  and  the  deepest  interest ;  and 
her  heart  seemed  to  glow  with  increasing  solicitude    for  the 

*  A  few  hours  before  her  decease,  she  observed  that  she  wished  to  have  her 
funeral  plain  and  modest,  and  desired  to  have  no  particular  commendation  given 
of  her.  That  she  had  never  eulogized  the  living,  and  hoped  they  would  not 
euloeize  the  dead. 
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advancement  of  the  Redeemer's  cause,  and  the  prosperity  of 
Zion.  During  her  illness,  of  about  three  weeks,  her  quiet 
submission  and  benevolence  of  heart  continued  to  be  the 
prominent  traits  of  her  character.  But  the  closing  scene  was 
one  which  gives  the  highest  elevation  to  our  fallen  world, — 
was  divine  and  heavenly. 

Scenes  of  this  kind  are  found  only  in  the  annals  of  the 
church,  and  they  possess  an  interest,  a  moral  sublimity, 
surpassing  all  the  events  of  time. 

"  The  chamber  where  the  good  man  meets  his  fate, 
Is  privileg'd  above  the  common  walk. 
Just  on  the  verge  of  heaven." — 

I  have  known  a  few  instances,  in  the  course  of  my  ministry, 
in  which  the  believer,  at  the  approach  of  death,  seems  to  be 
carried  beyond  hope,  to  enter  upon  fruition.  They  seem  to 
have  begun  the  triumphs  and  the  glories  of  the  heavenly 
state.  Such  were  the  last  hours  of  her  whose  remains  are 
now  before  us.  The  mists  of  partial  delirium,  which  had 
hung  over  her  mind  for  two  or  three  days,  being  mercifully 
dispelled  by  the  rising  glories  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness, 
the  radiance  of  faith  and  love  beamed  from  her  soul.  Several 
of  her  last  hours  were  employed,  with  little  interruption,  in 
the  most  engaging  and  instructive  conversation,  and  in  solemn 
fervent  prayer.  She  observed,  that  '  she  cast  herself,  with 
all  her  immortal  interests,  upon  the  rich  mercy  and  holy 
faithfulness  of  Christ.'  This  she  appeared  to  do  with  great 
confidence  and  rejoicing.  She  also  observed,  "  I  have  not 
the  faith  of  assurance,  but  J  have  a  hope  that  the  Lord  Jesus 
will  not  cast  me  off  in  this  last  trying  hour."  For  the  most 
of  the  time,  she  was  enabled  to  speak  in  a  distinct,  audible 
manner.  Her  addresses  to  her  husband,  her  mother,  her 
daughter,  and  her  messages  to  absent  friends,  were  singularly 
appropriate,  while  they  possessed  the  affection  of  a  near 
relative,  the  tenderness  of  a  child  of  God,  and  the  solemnity 
of  the  gates  of  heaven. 
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The  objects  of  her  chief  solicitude  were  her  family  and 
friends,  the  interests  of  religion  among  this  people,  and  the 
prosperity  of  Zion  through  the  world.  Nothing  that  the  pious 
heart  can  desire  seemed  to  escape  her  notice.  Her  wishes 
and  prayer  were  particularly  fervent,  that  her  death  might  be 
the  means  of  the  increased  faithfulness  and  success  of  her 
husband,  in  his  great  work,  and  of  a  revival  of  religion  among 
this  people.  Her  thoughts  were  expressed  with  a  holy  eleva- 
tion of  conception  and  language,  surprising  to  all  who  were 
present. 

But,  Christian  Friends  of  this  Society,  her  work  is  done  ; 
she  is  no  more  a  helper  of  your  minister,  her  humble  example 
has  ceased,  her  prayers  for  you  and  your  children  ascend  no 
longer  before  God.  The  Lord  grant  that  a  remembrance  of 
these  may  yet  be  made  a  great  blessing  to  many.  Be  en- 
treated to  reflect  on  this  appointment  of  divine  providence, 
and  learn  how  uncertain  are  all  human  prospects.  Look  at 
that  coffin,  see  the  number — 35 — and  remember  that  "  in  the 
midst  of  life  we  are  in  death."  Can  health,  and  activity,  and 
usefulness,  and  faithfulness  to  God,  secure  the  continuance  of 
our  days  ?  Let  the  scene  before  us  make  the  reply.  This 
bereaved  husband,  these  forsaken  children,  this  inconsolable 
mother  plead  in  vain.  The  righteous,  and  the  wise,  and 
their  works  are  in  the  hand  of  God. 

Let  parents  realize  the  high  responsibility  of  their  relation. 
The  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  of  children  depends  much, 
very  much,  on  the  fidelity  of  their  parents.  Train  up  a  child 
in  the  way  he  should  go  ;  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart 
from  it.  Parents  cannot  renew  and  sanctify  the  hearts  of 
their  children  :  but  God  will  accompany  their  faithful  instruc- 
tion, example,  and  prayer,  with  his  blessing,  that  they  shall 
keep  the  way  of  the  Lord. — What  you  have  to  do  must  be 
soon  done  ;  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge, 
nor  wisdom,  in  the  grave  whither  thou  goest. 

Let  me  entreat  you  to  sympathize  with  your  bereaved 
Pastor,  and  comfort  him  in  this  day  of  his  affliction.     Remem* 
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ber  him  in  your  supplications  before  God,  that  he  would 
sustain  him  under  his  burden,  and  make  him  more  devoted 
in  the  service  of  his  Lord.  The  greatest  comfort  that  a 
faithful  minister  can  ever  have  in  his  people  is  to  see  in  them 
a  wise  improvement  of  the  messages  of  grace. 

My  Dear  Brother. — We  hope  that  the  religion  of  the  gos- 
pel, which  you  have  so  often  presented  to  mourners,  may  be 
your  support,  in  the  day  of  God's  righteous  and  severe  chas- 
tisements. Great  is  your  loss,  but  Christ  is  better  than  the 
nearest  earthly  friend.  In  your  lonely  state,  under  infirm 
health,  with  the  additional  cares  of  parental  duty  ;  you  will 
feel  your  want,  you  will  need  consolation,  wisdom,  and  sup- 
port. In  your  heavenly  Father's  house,  is  every  needed 
fulness.  Look  to  that  God  who  has  taken  your  wife  from 
you,  who  knows  all  your  sorrows,  who  feels  the  wants  of  his 
people,  and  put  your  trust  in  the  Lord  God  of  truth.  Your 
children,  the  last  legacy  of  an  affectionate  mother,  will  need 
your  peculiar  care.  They  who  truly  serve  the  Lord  will 
find  him  a  faithful  God  to  them  and  their  seed.  We  trust 
that,  in  the  day  of  your  trial,  you  will  be  an  example  to  the 
believers,  and  to  all  around  you.  There  are  few  cases  in 
which  christian  example  is  more  important  than  in  scenes  of 
affliction.  We  may  weep  under  the  chastenings  of  the  Lord, 
but  must  weep  with  submission,  and  mourn  with  praise. — My 
Brother,  let  all  these  admonitions  quicken  us  in  the  duties  of 
our  great  work.  Of  little  worth  are  all  things  else,  compared 
with  winning  souls  to  Christ.  If  it  may  please  God  to  give 
our  feeble  labours  his  blessing,  and  make  them  instrumental 
of  bringing  some  lost  souls  to  Christ,  we  may  rise  above  the 
changes  and  sorrows  of  time,  and  rejoice  in  the  glory  that 
shall  soon  be  revealed.  Then,  our  light  affliction,  which  is 
but  for  a  moment,  mill  work  for  us  afar  more  exceeding  and 
eternal  iveight  of  glory. 

Let  all,  of  this  numerous  assembly,  learn  to  die.  They 
who  live  for  Christ,  when  called  to  die,  may  commit  the 
keeping  of  their  soul,  to  his  redeeming  grace,  with  unutterable 
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joy.  Who  would  not  say,  with  Balaam,  Let  me  die  the  death 
of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his.  The  char- 
acter of  the  righteous  is  formed  by  a  life  of  obedience  and 
duty.  Such  shall  die  in  the  Lord.  Brethren,  God  is 
gathering  in  his  people ;  who  hearkens  to  the  gospel  call  ? 
Eternity  hastens.  Who  shall  next  follow  our  departed  friend 
to  the  eternal  world  ?  Frequent  is  the  call  of  the  Son  of  man, 
Another  summons  will  soon  come.  Brethren,  The  time  is 
short.  It  remaineth,  that  both  they  that  have  wives  be  as  though 
they  had  none  ;  And  they  that  weep,  as  though  they  wept  not  ; 
and  they  that  rejoice,  as  though  they  rejoiced  not  ;  and  they 
that  buy,  as  though  they  possessed  not  ;  And  they  that  use  this 
world,  as  not  abusing  it  :  for  the  fashion  of  this  world  passeth 
away. 
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